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In response to the Office Action dated July 3, 2003, please amend the abov^^dentified 
application as follows: 

In The Claims : 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (Twice Amended) An apparatus for reducing the parachuting of an oscillating 
probe measuring the topography of a surface comprising: 

a detector module operatively coupled to the oscillating probe; and 
a boost module operatively coupled to the detector module and the oscillating 
probe, wherein, the detector module detects a reduction of a variation of a phase signal from the 
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